
CIRA: Commission on 
Immigrant & Refugee Affairs

Mission: Reduce barriers to access and 
participation in Tacoma’s economic, cultural, 
and civic life for immigrants and refugees to 
make the city more vibrant, inclusive, and 
welcoming for all.

Commissioner Lydia Zepeda 
CIRA



CIRA Community Safety 
Committee mission: 

Identify, assess, and provide recommendations to 
reduce barriers faced by Tacoma immigrants and 
refugees to ensure equitable access to City services 
and resources related to community safety issues.  

We include immigrants detained at Northwest ICE 
Processing Center as residents of Tacoma. 

 We understand community safety to encompass 
policing, public safety, criminal justice, public 
health, and civil rights.



Issues

Language barriers 

Use of children as interpreters 

Cultural/experiential differences wrt police (decentralized) 

Trauma 

Threats preventing the reporting of crimes 

Reporting property crimes 

NWIPC - detainees don’t know or can’t report crimes 

Hate speech



Wins

TPD one touch access to professional translators 
in 150+ languages 24/7 

Other city services following suit 

TPD policy not to use children as interpreters 
unless an emergency situation 

TPD legal determined TPD has jurisdiction over 
crimes committed in NWIPC



Ongoing
Getting Blue Cards (incident cards) translated into multiple languages and officers trained to 
explain information using professional interpreters 

Media and Communication working on translation and QR codes 

Distributing reporting crimes cards in multiple languages 

English, Spanish, Vietnamese, Cambodian, Russian, Korean; asked for Arabic and Amharic 

Outreach and reporting crimes cards into NWIPC  

Who is new TPD NWIPC liaison? 

Trauma Informed Policing training proposal wrt immigrants and refugees 

Talking with TPD & State Criminal Justice Training Commission 

Anti-hate campaign: Be Kind Tacoma. No Room for Hate 

Waiting  to hear from Media and Communication





CSC  meets  
Tue Nov 21 

4:30  
Zoom 

Going forward 
2nd Tue 
4:30pm 
Zoom

Lydia Zepeda 
zepelow@gmail.com
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